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Report from Vera Cruz. 

Vera Cruz, Mexico, June 16, 1899. 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report for the week 
ended June 15 : There have been 117 new cases of yellow fever reported 
and 61 deaths. The general mortality report of all causes is generally 
sent to the consulate every Thursday evening, but it has not yet arrived. 

Prom a member of the board of health I learn that 2 cases of yellow 
fever have developed in the town of Puebla, both patients coming from 
Vera Cruz. Puebla is above the infectable zone, and there has been no 
spread of the disease at that place. I understand that the disease con- 
tinues at Cordoba, but does not spread with the rapidity that it does 
at this place. Prom a gentleman just from the isthmus (a) I learn that 
several deaths have occurred in that section. This report can not be 
verified by the health officials, but as the reported infected district is in 
another State, the health report would not be sent to Vera Cruz. The 
recent heavy rains have perceptibly cleaned the streets and gutters, 
and they are now in a good sanitary condition. The epidemic seems to 
be on the decrease, but whether it is for the lack of material or some 
other cause, it is hard to determine. There are no foreigners now sick, 
and the shipping continues free from infection. 

Eespectfully, yours, Sam'l H. Hodgson, 

Acting Assistant Burgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon General, 

TJ. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

TURKEY. 

Sanitary report from Constantinople. 
[Report No. 220.] 

Constantinople, June 8, 1899. 
Sir : The number of pilgrims arrived in Constantinople from Djiddah 
up to this date is 1,984. There were 2,134, but 65 are detained at the 
lazaretto of Clazomenes, being ill, and 85 died during the voyage. Their 
deaths were due to common and ordinary diseases. 

SANITAEY NEWS FROM TURKISH PROVINCES. 

The sanitary news from the provinces of the Turkish Empire is good. 
It is announced from Bassorah under date of April 27, that the special 
compartment for travelers of high social condition, who have to undergo 
quarantine at the lazaretto of said town, has been finished, and said 
travelers will no longer be compelled to suffer what some American ladies 
have already endured. (See my report under date February 16, 1899, 
No. 209. ) I have already noted in my last report the arrival at Bassorah 
of the steamship Haidari with 1, 212 pilgrims. It has been stated that said 
steamship came from Bombay. She came from Djiddah. I forward 
herein a French copy of the telegrams received by the sanitary board, 
as well as the orders given about the said ship. 

a Isthmus of Tehuantepec. 
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PLAGUE IN THE HEDJAZ. 

No fresh plague cases are reported from Djiddah since May 10. It is 
announced from Jaffa, under date May 31, that a military cordon is 
established at thirty-two hours distant from the latter town, between 
Han-Younus and Benisheib, in the district of Gaza. Said cordon will 
prevent sanitary smuggling on that coast. 

PUBLIC HEALTH IN CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Public health in Constantinople is rather good, in spite of the very 
imperfect sanitary condition of the town. Influenza still exists, as well 
as the other zymotic diseases. Prom May 22 to the 5th instant, 378 
deaths have been registered. Of these, 1 is from smallpox, 3 from 
diphtheria, 10 from measles, 12 from typhoid fever, and 25 from acute 
inflammation of the organs of the respiratory apparatus. 

BUBONIC PLAGUE IN ALEXANDRIA. 

Bubonic plague cases are still reported from Alexandria. On May 31, 
1 fresh case was reported, 1 the 1st instant, 4 the day before yesterday, 
the 6th, and 1 yesterday, the 7th ; the total number of said cases is 15, 
4 of which proved fatal. In his sanitary report Dr. Duca, the Ottoman 
sanitary commissioner to the international sanitary commissioner at 
Alexandria, states that the investigations pursued by the Egyptian 
authorities in order to find out the source of the disease, have not yet 
given any result. "I believe," he states, "that the first cases are not 
the registered cases, considering that said registered cases were on 
patients who for several months had not quitted Alexandria. It seems 
that other cases, which are still unknown, are the origin of the present 
plague manifestation. The sanitary authorities, however, are inquir- 
ing very actively about said origin and connection, and I hope," he 
writes, " in my next report I will be able to give you some data on the 
question."- 

The sanitary- steps taken at every plague case reported are very 
stringent. As soon as a bubonic plague case is reported to the authori- 
ties, a special carriage is immediately sent to the house of the patient, 
in order to fetch him to the hospital, where he is isolated. The per- 
sons who have had previous contact with patient are segregated and 
kept under observation for ten days at the lazaretto of Gabbari. where a 
pavilion has been already established. The dwelling of the patient is 
thoroughly disinfected, and if among the belongings, there is anything 
dangerous looking, it is destroyed by fire. Several physicians are 
appointed to visit the houses of the different quarters. Besides the 
above-mentioned steps, the authorities are cleansing the city in order 
to prevent as far as possible the spread of the disease. Said bubonic 
plague cases have been observed in different quarters of the town 
(Hamamil, Gabbari, Beb Sidra, Labban). They have been qualified 
bubonic plague, because pneumonic plague has not yet been observed. 
In consequence of the proposition of the Ottoman sanitary com- 
missioner, the provincial sanitary authorities of Egypt were asked if 
any plague case had been observed there. They answered that no 
plague whatever had been observed. The passengers quitting Alex- 
andria for foreign countries are separately visited by 3 physicians and 
3 midwives ; the wearing apparel of the deck passengers as well as of 
the crew are disinfected by the disinfecting oven. 
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SANITARY REPORT FROM TEHERAN. 



In a second report, dated May 11, from Teheran the Ottoman sanitary 
commissioner at said town expresses fears that the dearth in that town, 
of which I wrote in my previous report, may be followed by grave con- 
sequences. Said dearth is the result of the cereals being monopolized 
by some merchants. 

MANIFESTATION OF PLAGUE IN BUSHIR. 

The sanitary physician at Bassorah wires under date 7th instant, 11 
o'clock in the morning, that a bubonic plague case has been observed 
at Bushir, on the Persian gulf. 

Yours, respectfully, Spikidion C. Zavitziano, 

U. S. Sanitary Commissioner. 

[Enclosure. — Translated in this Bureau.] 
BRIEF RELATIVE TO THE INCIDENT OF THE STEAMSHIP HA1DARI. 

Telegram of Dr. Moschides, sanitary physician at Bassorah, to the administration. 

(Urgent.) — Bassorah, May 25, 1899, 11 a. m. — Haidari left Djiddah with 1,212 pil- 
grims. Final destination, according to bill, Mohammerah. Disembarked at Camaran 
360, and left without fulfilling quarantine. Arrived Bassorah with 178 pilgrims from 
Djiddah, the rest being disembarked at intermediate ports of the Persian Gulf. Await 
instructions relative to treatment of this vessel. 

Moschides. 

Reply of the administration to Dr. Moschides. 

May 25. — Haidari and pilgrims will make ten days' quarantine. 

Telegram of the maritime agent at Bassorah, Agha Djaffer, to the administration. 

Bassorah, May 25. — Ship Haidari and pilgrims shall make ten days' quarantine with 
disinfection. Vitalis. 

Telegram of tlie maritime agent at Bassorah, Agha Djaffer, to the administration. 

Bassorah, May 25. — Ship Haidari left Djiddah with pilgrims only for the Persian 
Gulf and Mohammerah, captain having failed to disembark all pilgrims from Moham- 
merah, brought the rest to Bassorah. As ship departs for Bombay direct without 
touching at any port, Mohammerah pilgrims accept quarantine at Bassorah and the 
sanitary physician is requested to receive pilgrims at the lazaretto. 

Djaffer, 

Agent. 

Other telegrams from Dr. Moschides to the administration. 

(Urgent.)— Bassorah, May 27.— One suspected plague death among pilgrims on 
Haidari. Seventy-seven pilgrims after disinfection were received in lazaretto. Remain- 
ing on board, 1(10. Have stopped disembarkation while waiting instructions if I 
should disembark all pilgrims and allow the vessel to leave for Bombay. 

Moschides. 

Telegram of the administration to Dr. Moschides. In conformity to the decision of the 
decision of the council dated the 27th instant. 

Haidari may leave for Bombay on condition that all her pilgrims disembark at the 
lazaretto. Vitalis. 

Telegram from Agha Djaffer to the administration. 

Dr. Moschides disobeys your order relative to prohibition of landing of pilgrims 
and merchandise and departure of vessel. His conduct against sanitary regulations, 



